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INTENT ï IMPLEMENTATION - IMPACT 
 

INTENT - WRITING 
At Dr Radcliffeôs we recognise that writing is a fundamental skill which underpins the entire curriculum. We have developed an approach to writing which 
encourages children to become fluent writers in a variety of different contexts and purposes. We aim to create confident writers who have their own, 
individual style of writing and who are excited about the writing process. 
 
We understand the need for high quality texts to support the writing process and use a wide variety of modern and classic texts to expose the children to a 
variety of different genres and writing techniques. Our learners are encouraged to take risks and understand that making mistakes is a natural and 
essential part of the learning process. Pupils are encouraged to set high expectations for themselves where they take pride in all aspects of learning and in 
the work they produce. Our children and very articulate when discussing their English lessons and take pride in showing their work to others. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION - WRITING 

 
Reception/Year 1  
The children begin their writing journey with daily sessions of Drawing Club, which is designed to encourage language skills orally initially, and builds to 
allow children to be able to write at word and sentence level. Rich texts form the hook for writing and exploration of these texts encourage the children to 
write independently in a variety of different contexts.  
 

Year 2/Key Stage 2  
Years 2 to 6 always have a focus text to anchor the writing; this could be either a modern or classic text. It will not necessarily match the topic work that 
children will be studying. However, they are carefully selected to support the coverage of different genres of writing bearing in mind what the childrenôs 
interests are, or prior knowledge is.  Support texts are also introduced alongside the main text to encourage a deeper understanding of the main text, its 
context etc. 
 

Children have opportunities to write throughout each daily lesson, whether this be sentence-level work, short burst writing or longer, more sustained pieces 
of work. Children are encouraged to widen their lexical choices with support from writing frames, dictionaries, thesauruses etc. 
 

Children are encouraged to draft and redraft work, to enable them to spot their own mistakes and to think about how they could improve their final pieces of 
work. They have access to their own year group non-negotiable expectations as per the National Curriculum and are encouraged to check their work 
against these standards to ensure they are meeting or exceeding expectations. 
 

Spelling, punctuation,  and grammar are taught both as discreet lessons and within the daily writing tasks . 
 

IMPACT - WRITING 
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Assessment  
Books are marked regularly in line with the marking policy and provide evidence for the progression of learning. Children are given opportunities to edit and 
redraft their work where necessary and encouraged to take on board the comments made by the teacher on their previous work. Oral feedback is given 
when children share their work publicly, which they are encouraged to do each lesson. 
 
Subject coordinators carry out book scrutiny on a regular basis to ensure curriculum coverage and a high standard of work and we welcome visits from the 
Governors or ODST to discuss our progress. 
 
We carry out PIRA tests twice  a year  and Single Word Spelling Tests  are done twice per longer term . We also take part in the NO More Marking  
assessments for each class from Year 1 upwards . Assessment should inform future planning and allow teachers the opportunity to understand where any 
gaps in learning may occur and to address these accordingly. 
 

SPELLING 
In Reception and key stage 1, children follow the RWInc. scheme which supports their phonetic understanding and incorporates daily spelling sessions. To 
promote continuity, Year 2 uses Get Spelling  and has daily spelling sessions . Key Stage 2 has a weekly spelling session  using Spelling Shed , which 
focuses on phonemes, etymology, and morphology. This scheme was selected as it is logical and progressive and in line with the teachings from RWInc. in 
previous years.  
 
All classes have spellings as part of their weekly homework expectations and conduct spelling assessments once per week. 
 

HANDWRITING 
 
Letter formation is a key element in the RWInc. Scheme and children are encouraged to write correctly using the expected pencil grip from reception. 
Children are shown the correct sitting position for writing from the beginning, and this is an expectation throughout our school.  
 
Weekly handwriting sessions are provided from year 2 onwards using the PenPal scheme of work, the content of which supports frequent, discreet and 

direct teaching of handwriting. Teachers model the correct formation of the letters and then give immediate feedback to children to help them if they are 

forming letters or joins incorrectly. t sup 
ports frequent, discrete and direct teaching of handwriting 
 
Strands:  

COMPOSITION GRAMMAR TRANSCRIPTION 

Progression Document 
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