
Summer Holiday 

Hot weather is coming! Of course we all are
ready to get vacation on Summer Holiday!
There are plenty activities and places that
we want to do right? It’s your time to
refresh your mind and body. Summer
Holiday will starts 2 weeks again, so
prepare yourself! See ya! 

Dear parents and families,

Welcome to our first newsletter of year
25/26. We hope you have had an excellent
Summer. A particular welcome to families
new to the school – we hope this will be
the start of new friendships and great
opportunities for your children.

Dr Radcliffe’s CE
Primary School

Newsletter 1 - Autumn Term

We have had developments over the summer, including our new
solar panels, designed and fitted by local renewable energy
specialists UK Solar Generation. I am also glad to say that we
have an orchestra starting again from next week. There are also
a wide range of clubs on offer. Thanks to those parents who
helped with site development recently, including setting up the
new OPAL storage. I was also glad to hear that so many children
took up the Oxford Opera opportunity in school this summer.
Thanks also to the Friends who I know are already making great
plans for this year.

Message from the Headteacher

“We’re delighted to support Dr Radcliffe’s in
their transition to renewable energy. Schools
are at the heart of our communities, and
projects like this not only cut emissions but
inspire the next generation to think about
energy differently .” 

Russell Lyne, Director of UK
Solar Generation



We are delighted to have a full Reception class and are
already leading individual tours for parents looking for a place
for 2026/2027. We would be grateful if you could encourage
your friends to consider an individual tour and/or visit to our
Reception Open Morning on Tuesday, 11th November, from 9.30am

We have had a large number of children come from the Steeple
Aston pre-school this year but it is likely to be fewer next
year so any help you can give on publicising our school offer
would be appreciated. Pupil numbers are a considerable
challenge for all schools at the moment and we want Dr
Radcliffe’s pupils to thrive in a school full of children.

We welcome new staff also – Jo Rees, TA in Y4 and Y6;
Paula Blaya, TA in Y1 and playworker at Night Owls, who
has started today; Louise Coleman, playworker at Night
Owls, and former pupil; Florin Simpson and Primrose Tustian,
former pupils and now playworkers at Night Owls. We also
welcome Jobe Read, sports coach, who will work in the school
two afternoons a week, including running sports clubs.



Please can we remind parents and carers not to park on the
road by the school field, twice recently we have been unable
to access the field to mow or perform other maintenance as
the field gate has been blocked - thank you. 

We hope to live out our Vision of children ‘living life to the full’
by providing as many opportunities as we can for their academic
and extra-curricular development, including through our school
Values ‘Respect’, ‘Truth’ and ‘Kindness’. We will also be focusing
on children’s spiritual development this year, including across the
curriculum Spirituality in the Curriculum – in our school,
spirituality is defined as ‘a concern with the human spirit and
person beyond the material or physical’. 

In short, it’s the stuff that isn’t about just about stuff. We
spent last year working on our curriculum more widely and hope
that the children will benefit from this in the years to come. As
ever, curriculum forecasts for Term 1 are available at Termly
Curriculum Forecasts by Class | Dr Radcliffe's Church of England
School

All the best for 25/26!

Flu Immunisations 

A reminder please to complete the consent form via the
link below for the Flu Vaccinations:

https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/Forms/Flu 

Please note you will also need to complete this form to
refuse the vaccine. 

Donations of 
non-perishable
food items for
the Harvest
Festival this

Friday will be
very gratefully 

received! 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/dr-radcliffes/UploadedDocument/c2579989-4031-48c1-9f81-66141228180b/spritualiy-in-the-curriculum-pdf.pdf
https://www.dr-radcliffes.org.uk/termly-curriculum-forecasts-by-class/
https://www.dr-radcliffes.org.uk/termly-curriculum-forecasts-by-class/
https://www.dr-radcliffes.org.uk/termly-curriculum-forecasts-by-class/
https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/Forms/Flu
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://banbury.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/


Huge thanks to the parents who very kindly gave up their
time on Saturday, 6th September, to prepare the ground and
then construct our new OPAL shed. We have needed
additional storage for a long time, so once we’ve got
shelving and storage boxes in place, we will be able to
source a wide range of new resources for the children to
explore, create and construct with during their OPAL
lunchtimes. Huge thanks to Russell, Richard, Leigh, Marco and
Paul for giving up their very precious sunny weekend to do
this.  

Sand Pit Development

After an initial order of 2 tonnes of sand and further
fundraising last year from non-school uniform days and
other events, we were able to order another 5 tonnes of
sand. Some of the Opal Play Rangers' muscle has been
utilised to move the sand into the tyres that have kindly
been donated. There is still some sand left to move, which
we will do in due course, and we are waiting for another
donation of smaller tyres to use to create the boundary of
the sand area. There are 4 salt bins of resources to support
sand play, ready to be used once the remaining sand is in
place. These have been bought using Sports Premium Funding.

OPAL Lunchtimes
by Mrs Goldsworthy 



KS2 Cross Country 

This week, KS2 were doing a
Level 1 cross country
competition in school. All the
children ran brilliantly and
gave it their all! 

Some of the children have
now been selected to run in
the cross country event held
each year against other
primary school. 

Good luck to those 
children!

Tracy Fane  

Church Services

October 5th​​ -Holy Communion- North Aston 9.30am, Steeple Aston
11.00am, Tackley 5.30pm Harvest Festival & Auction

​October 12th​​- Morning Prayer North Aston 9.30am, Family
Worship Steeple Aston 11:00am Holy Communion, Tackley 5.30pm

​October 19th​​- Holy Communion North Aston 9.30am, Steeple Aston
11.00am, Evensong -Tackley 5.30pm

October 26th​​ - Morning Prayer North Aston 9:30am, Steeple
Aston 11:00am, Family Communion - Tackley 9.30am



26th September - Harvest Festival - 11AM
3rd October - Friends Coffee Morning - 8.30 - 9.30AM
9th October - Flu Immunisations
10th October - School Photographs (Individual)
17th October  - OPAL Non-Uniform Day
20th October - Parents Evening: 3.30 - 6PM
21st October - Parents Evening: 3.30 - 7PM
11th November - Reception Open Morning: 9.30 - 11AM
23rd October - Term ends
 

24th October - INSET Day 
                   School Closed to 
                   Children

We were very lucky to have Jose come into KS2 classes to
show and play his instruments. He even let some children have a
try on the Trumpet and French horn. 

It was great fun and some children are now inspired to start
lessons. We can't wait to hear them play! 

Tracy Fane

Key D
ates

for 2
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Attendance and Lateness
 
We continue to expect good attendance for all students and
acknowledge how important this is for their well-being as well as
academic success. We have and are obliged to have high
expectations for attendance and lateness. 
 
Last year, our attendance rate was 95.1% with 10% (19 children)
missing more than 10% of their time in school. We are working
with ODST this year on the Five Foundations of Attendance in
order to continue to work towards less school being missed. This is
in line with statutory changes which came into place last
academic year.
 
Our attendance rate to date this term is 96.7%.
 
We regularly track student attendance and make contact home
where we have concerns. It is not only important learning and
personal development that your child misses but also opportunities
to be with their peers and build friendships. 
 
We also ask that you continue to support us with good time
keeping. Just being late 5 minutes per day equates to missing three
school days over the academic year.
 
Being 30 minutes late per day equates to missing 19 school days
over the academic year. Lateness has a considerable effect on
the whole class who will have started working at the close of
registration.
 
If you feel you need help with your child’s attendance, please
contact the office and we will be in touch to organise support.
 
Class attendance to date is as below. Well done to Reception –
what a great start to your life in school.
 

 



In August, Olivia, Frankee and
three ponies headed down to
the famous Hickstead in Sussex
for the day representing Dr
Radcliffe’s. Olivia jumped Toby
in the 40cm class achieving a
fantastic clear round and
finishing 54th. Frankee had one
unlucky fence down in the
70cm on Rosie in a big class and
jumped a brilliant, fast clear
round in the 60cm on Cassie
placing 5th.

Both girls had a round in the
hobby horse jumping which
was great fun! They were
very lucky to be given a
guided tour of the
international arena too and
got to stand on top of the
famous Hickstead derby bank.
These are great achievements
and opportunities - we look
forward to more children
getting involved in the school  
equestrian team this year.

Night Owls

If you are having a 
clear out, or have 
any of these items 
that your child 
has out-grown, Night Owls
would be grateful for any of
the following:

Jigsaw puzzles and games
for younger children.

My Little Ponies, Barbie
type dolls or dolls house.

Play kitchen or shop.

Construction and STEM type
sets for older children such
as Polydron or K’Nex

Thank you!

RoadClosure

There will be a road
closure later this month,
please follow this link for
more information, and a
map with details of
diversions.



Louise's fundraiser for
Katharine House
Hospice - Banbury, 

Cycling London to Paris

Please donate via this link
if you would like to:
 
https://www.justgiving.com/
page/louise-thompson-
1730836442249?
utm_medium=FR&utm_sourc
e=CL&utm_campaign=015

Your School Nurse

School health nurses are specialist public health nurses
who are based in state schools across Oxfordshire. We
work closely with children, young people and their
families to support and promote health and wellbeing. We
often work alongside school safeguarding and multi-
agency professionals to keep children and young people
safe and well. Our team is made up of qualified nurses
and school nurse assistants.

Our team can also work with children with Special
Educational Needs and/or Disability who attend the
schools we cover.

There is a parent line and a text service that can be
used.
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